	Task 
	Exemplary (90%- 100%) 
	Proficient (70%-90%)
	Developing (60%-70%) 
	Insufficient (50%>

	Describe a research topic
 
Learning outcome:
Students will create a research strategy in order to locate and access needed information

3 points 

	Student identifies a topic that is scalable and is something they can find information about
	Student identifies a topic that is either too broad or too narrow and needs to be scaled more
	Student identifies a topic that is not something they can reasonably find information about
	Student does not adequately identify a topic nor how they will find information about it. 

	Select keywords
 
Learning outcome:
Students will create a research strategy in order to locate and access needed information

2 points 
	Student identifies a variety of keywords that will help them locate needed information
	Student does not identify many keywords and/or keywords are too broad or too narrow for successful searching
	Student fails to identify useful keywords to aid in searching
	Student does not identify the keywords they used to find information 

	Identify places to find information
 
Learning outcome:
Students will identify and select types of sources that are appropriate for their research project

2 points 
	Student identifies a variety of appropriate places (databases, journals, primary sources, etc.) to find information
	Student identifies known or convenient sources for finding information, with little exploration outside Carleton’s Library search or Google Scholar 
	Student identifies one place to find information and their sources are not appropriate for the project
	Student does not identify where to find information and sources are not appropriate to the project. 

	Reflection on Research 
 
Learning outcome: student develops critical thinking skills related to identifying useful academic sources. 

3
	Student reflects on the challenges and successes of the research process, describes what worked, what didn’t and what they learned about finding useful sources for a research project and how it impacted their research question  


	Student somewhat reflects on challenges and successes, with a brief description about what they learned that may not correlate with their research question. 
	Student does little reflection on the research process, nor do they describe what they learned and how it impacted their research question.  
	Student does not reflect on the research process. 

	Research Question 

Learning Outcome: student develops critical thinking skills by identifying their own research question based on research process. 

5 points 
	Student describes how they narrowed down their topic based on research process. 

Student’s question is relevant, realistic in scope, specific, and reflects the work they conducted in previous steps of the assignment. 
	Student describes how they narrowed down their research process, which may not be well connected to the previous project steps. 

Student’s question is relevant, mostly realistic in scope, and generally reflects the work they did in previous steps. 
	Student offers little description of how they narrowed down their topic. 


Student’s question is not very relevant to course material, tackles too big or too little an idea, and does not reflect work in previous steps. 
	Student offers no description of how they narrowed down their topic. 


Student’s question is vague, not relevant and is not reflective of previous steps. 



